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COMPLIANCE ALERT 10-11

HITECH Act Requires Data Breach Notification fo
Secretary of Health and Human Services:
March 1 Deadline for Annual Report of Breaches
that involve Less than 500 patients

The recent breach notification interim final rule requires covered entities to
provide the Secretary of Health and Human Services with notice of breaches of
unsecured protected health information (45 CFR 164.408). There is one
nofification method for breaches over 500 individuals and one nofification
method for beaches under 500 individuals.

Notification of breaches over 500 individuals requires immediate notification to
the Secretary. For notification of breaches under 500 individuals, a covered
enfity has to maintain a log or other documentation of such breaches and
submit information annually to the Secretary of Health and Human Services for
beaches occurring during the preceding calendar year.

The submission of this information is required 60 days after the end of the
calendar year—March 1.

Facilities can find instructions and the electronic submission form for notification
at the following address:

http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/hipaa/adminis
trative/breachnotificationrule/brinstruction.htmli
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